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NEWS RELEASE FOR RELEASE
Thursday, September 27, 1973
WASHINGTON, Sept. 27 ••• Rep. E. de la Garza, D-Texas, Chair--
man of the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Department Oper-
ations, announced today that the subcommittee would conduct a
public hearing Monday, October 1, on a Department of Agricultu!"2
p~oposal to place a citrus blackfly quarantine in the state of
':'exas.
Need of the inquiry, said Congressman de la Garza,has ariEc,·:;
as a result of a press release issued by the Department announc~Z!c
that officials of its Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) would conduct a public hearing in San Antonio, Texas,
October 30, on the proposed quarantine.
"The Department's news release is ambiguous and has caused
considerable concern and some alarm in the industry," said
Congressman de la Garza.
"First, I want to emphasize that this is only a proposal
a~d that no quarantine has yet been imposed. This is just one
of the points of confusion that has been called to my attention
by persons who have contacted me.
"The Department's news release, which was issued yesterday,
also suggests at one point that a quarantine might be imposed
over the entire state of Texas, and at another point indicates
that it is proposed to be imposed only in some areas. It also
speaks of movement of 'regulated articles' from areas infested
with the citrus blackfly, then proceeds to mention a number of
agricultural products such as coffee, cherimoya, black sapote and
sweet-sop, which are not even produced in the area. \.
Citrus blackflies have been found in small quantities in
Cameron and Hidalgo Counties in the Rio Grande Valley, but most
of these have been eradicated, thus making the proposed
quarantine largely a preventive measure, said de la Garza, adding:
"It also should be pointed out, as was not done in the De-
partment's release, that the blackfly does not affect the fruit
of the citrus tree. It eats on the leaves and thus damages the
tree, which of course does long range, permanent harm to the
grove. II
The Department officials will be asked to clarify their
announcement, and questioned specifically as to what they do
have in mind in regard to the proposed quarantine.
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